Modern Day Heroes: The Research Paper
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                                                                         The Grading:


Modern Day Heroes: The Choices


1. Al Gore 
2. Alex Pacheco

3. Arthur Ashe 
4. Angelina Jolie 
5. Barack Obama

6. Barbara Jordan

7. Best Friends Animal Sanctuary 
8. Bethany Hamilton

9. Bill Gates

10. Bob Hope
11. Bono


12. Captain Richard Phillips

13. Carolyn McCarthy

14. Charles Lindberg 
15. Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger 
16. Christopher Reeve

17. Clive Stafford-Smith

18. Colin Powell

19. Condoleezza Rice

20. Dalai Lama

21. Dian Fossey 
22. Elie Wiesel 
23. Elizabeth Edwards
24. Ellen DeGeneres

25. Father Mychal Judge

26. Fred Myers

27. Frida Kahlo

28. George W. Bush

29. George Clooney

30. Howard Dean

31. Ishmael Beah

32. Jane Goodall

33. Jean-Dominique Bauby

34. John McCain III

35. John McConnell

36. John Walsh

37. Lady Diana Spencer

38. Lance Armstrong

39. Larry Aubry

40. Linda Norgrove

41. Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow

42. Michael J. Fox

43. Mohandas “Mahatma” Ghandi

44. Mother Teresa

45. Muhammad Ali

46. Nancy Goodman Brinker

47. Narayanan Krishnan

48. Nelson Mandela 

49. Nick Scott

50. Oprah Winfrey 
51. Passengers of United Flight 93

52. Pat Tillman

53. Paul Newman

54. Pope John Paul II

55. Randy Pausch

56. Ron Kovic

57. Rudolph “Rudy” Giuliani

58. Ryan White

59. Sally Ride

60. Sean Penn

61. Sergeant Nathan Ross Chapman

62. Sister Helen Prejean

63. Stephen Hawking

64. Steve Fossett 
65. Steve Jobs

66. Stevie Wonder

67. Tennessee Elephant Sanctuary

68. Timothy Treadwell 
69. Tupac Shakur
70. Your choice, if approved by me.

 Step 1: The Hero Selection
Look through the list and find out some information about the people listed. Then, choose three heroes and do a bit of research on each person. Then, fill out the “Hero Proposal” for each of your 3 choices, you’ll write a one-paragraph explanation [grade #1] as to why you want to research this person; please explain, too, why you chose whom you did as your first choice. Include some background on each person with a source listed. I will try to give everyone their first choice, but I would like each student in the class to research a different hero, so there are no guarantees (So, no complaining if you don’t get your first choice. I will do my best!).
The Heroes were selected based on distinction in the following categories:

1. Championing Children -- Commitment to the welfare of young people. 

2. Community Crusader -- Creating solutions to a local program or challenging     social issues or racial barriers. 

3. Defending the Planet -- Innovative efforts to preserve and protect the environment and its non-human inhabitants. 

4. Everyday Superhero -- Spontaneous acts of courage in the face of danger by members of the public. 

5. Medical Marvel -- Dedication to the enhancement of human health. 

6. Protecting the Powerless -- Advancing the cause of human or equal rights. 

7. Young Wonder -- Outstanding achievement by a person 25 and under.

Step 2: Research

Once your hero has been assigned to you, you are ready to begin researching your hero. You will need to fill in the “Note-Taking Form,” which will help you compile and organize the information you find on your hero [grade #2]. You will also be given several links that will help
you in your research. 

You will be visiting the library where you will be directed to several print sources. Please ask the librarians for help. Mrs. Ray is very familiar with this research paper & our topic, and she is more than happy to help you, so please, please ask!

After reviewing some print sources, begin looking at credible sources---the librarians and I will help you determine if a source is credible. (Wikipedia is not a credible source.) 

Warnings: Be sure that you write down the source information for all of your sources. Please note: This is not a biography of the person. While you must provide an overview of the person’s life (early life, family life, challenges, struggles, mentor figures, supreme ordeal, and lessons learned) your primary task is to PROVE how/why this person is a hero.

Step 3: The (tentative) Thesis

First, we will review what a thesis is and what it is not. Then, look over your research. Draw conclusions about your hero. Write a tentative or working thesis that can be sustained (continued) over the three pages [grade #3]. The thesis must argue why the person you chose functions as a hero. Your thesis must be an arguable statement:

“Lance Armstrong is regarded as a modern day hero because he won the Tour de France several times.” NOT A THESIS: This is a statement of fact and cannot be argued.

“Lance Armstrong is regarded as a modern day hero because he overcame cancer to win the Tour de France several times.” NOPE! Better, but this thesis is still too factual and it is vague.

You will write your thesis and must get it approved by me before moving on to the next step, which is writing the initial outline of your paper.
Step 4: The Outline

Once your thesis has been approved, you will begin to put together your initial outline [grade #4]. Fill out the “Initial Outline Form.” Complete this form and submit it for approval. At minimum, your initial outline must contain your introduction and thesis and the topic sentences for all of your body paragraphs.  
Step 5: The Final Copy

Once you’ve turned in your initial outline for review and have had it returned with my comments and suggestions, it’s time to complete your final outline. You will be given a “Final Paper Form”---this will help you organize your outline. Once that’s done, you will print out a hard copy to turn it at the start of class on the due date. Remember that MLA format must be followed. Plagiarized papers will receive an automatic “0” on all parts of the assignment. 
Breakdown of Grades:

1: 1-paragraph explanation for each hero choice – quiz grade (30 points) – Due Tuesday, May 1st 
2: Note-taking form – quiz grade (30 points) – Due Friday, May 11th 
3: Working Thesis – quiz grade (30 points) – Due Wednesday, May 16th 
4: Initial Outline – quiz grade (30 points) –  Due Tuesday, May 22th
5: Final Product – double test grade (100 points x 2) – Due Friday, June 1st 
6: Library Research – participation grade (40 points)

7: Three-minute oral presentation – (30 points) – 3-4 per day, June 4th -12th 
This research paper is an extension of our study of literary heroes, of whom we have seen several over the course of our year together: from George’s heartbreaking decision to save Lennie from a violently painful death, to the downfall of the idealistic Brutus, and finally to the study of a man credited with being the most heroic character in American Literature, Atticus Finch. Modern stories, television programs and films often follow the archetypal pattern of a hero -an imperfect person who displays fierce determination, courage, and resolve in the face of seemingly insurmountable challenges. The hero is the person who rises to the occasion—one who others look up to as a figure of hope that the impossible is actually possible to attain.





From the list that follows, you will choose a modern day hero to research. Your objective is to prove that the person you chose merits the distinction of being regarded as a hero. You must research the life of your chosen person and show how this person has overcome obstacles and learned lessons as a result of the challenges they have had to face. Thus, you must show in what ways this person’s life parallels the typical pattern of the hero. You must ask yourself: what qualities make this person a hero? What distinguishes this person? What challenges has this person faced? What contributions has this person made to the world? What lessons has this person learned?  





Write a 3-page research paper (to include: introductory paragraph with thesis statement; topic sentences for each body paragraph with text support citations; concluding paragraph with restated thesis)


Follow all MLA format guidelines


Include a Works Cited page


Include a minimum of 3 credible sources: 1 Print Source; 1 Internet Source; 1 Electronic Source. The information you find from these sources will be woven into and well documented in your research paper


Prepare a three-minute presentation to the class; you will be speaking directly to class without notes. You may use PowerPoint (visuals only; no writing).  





Your research paper outline will be completed in stages for 4 quiz grades, and the final product will be worth a double test grade. (Remember: for each class day late, ten points will be deducted from your score.) 





In addition, you will receive a daily library research grade which will translate into a participation grade at the end of our research time (for each day we are in the library). Note: please plan to use your school network account; however, a flash drive would be most helpful, as you will be working on your paper both at home and at school.














“Heroes are open to new truths, even those that seem to contradict what they’ve known for years.”� �-Charles Harper








